DEVELOPMENT OF PRACTICE LEARNING QUALIFICATIONS IN SOUTH EAST SCOTLAND

Introduction

During 2007 the South East Scotland area developed a Partnership approach to the development and initial delivery of the new suite of Practice Learning Qualifications. This Partnership involves:-

· Learning Network South East

· Stevenson College (a SQA Assessment Centre

· City of Edinburgh Council (the largest Local Authority in the area)

· Link Living (a Voluntary Sector organisation)

A Steering Group was set up with representation from these bodies and a decision was made to start with the development of Level 10 (Stage 3). A Consultant post was advertised and a job-share appointment made. SQA Approval for a Level 10 Professional Development Award in Practice Learning was gained as was approval by SSSC.
Stage 3/Level 10

The Consultants developed a Level 10 programme for both SSSC-registered and non-SSSC registered staff. The Programme was open to all staff in the South East area. A Pilot Programme of 14 (initially 15) Candidates was started in January 2008. Introductory days were offered for both Candidates and Agency Learning Assessors.
The 8 Level 10 Units were delivered as 2 Modules per month and an assignment per Module was submitted & marked by an Internal Moderation Panel (made up of agencies with Candidates in the Programme). The Candidates were encouraged to form Learning Sets which they ran themselves and provided peer-supported learning.

An Evaluation of the Programme has been designed and started. The Candidates have started to submit their Portfolios (due in Dec 08 & Jan 09). A Graduation event is planned for March 09

Stage 2/Level 9

The Steering Group decided to run 2 Level 9 Pilot Programmes (due to demand from agencies). One of the Consultants has designed and will deliver the Programme of 3 Units as 3 Modules with 2 days per Module. 

Stevenson College will employ some Assessors as the fee paid by the agencies will include assessment; some agencies will still provide Assessors as they want the experience of assessing Level 9. The first Level 9 Pilot Programme will start in January 2009 with between 15 & 18 Candidates.
Stage 1/Level 7

There is an intention and plans have started to develop and run a Level 7 PDA in Practice Learning – through Stevenson College. This is likely to be during 2009.

Marianne Hughes

Learning Network South East 

Member of Steering Group
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